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Message

From: Berkoff, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=F347C01A92D7424FA840C24F6B7FBF6B-MBERKOFF]

Sent: 8/26/2013 8:21:33 PM

To: Devantier, Daria W. (DNRE) [DEVANTIERD@michigan.gov]; Paul Bucholtz [bucholtzp@michigan.gov]

Subject: FW: Kalamazoo River Watershed Communication: Thoughts on PCB cleanup and Allied site

From: Kalamazoo River Watershed Council [mailto:krwc=kalamazooriver.org@mail180.us4.mcsv.net] On Behalf Of
Kalamazoo River Watershed Council

Sent: Monday, August 26, 2013 2:39 PM

To: Berkoff, Michael

Subject: Kalamazoo River Watershed Communication: Thoughts on PCB cleanup and Allied site

Mews and information about the Kalamazoo River watershed Is thiz ernail not displaving correctly?
View It in your broveer,

Watarshed Partners,
As the U S Environmental Protection Agency (EFA} works through

the Superfund process o cleanup historic PCE contaminated
e on Facebook

sediments in and along the Kalamazoo River and Porlage Oreek,
the Watershed Councll has given some thought to how we might
best allocate Hmited financial rescurces to cleanup the highest
priority areas. Most recently the EFPA has been investigating the
potential cleanup options at the Allied Paper site located in the City
of Kalamazeo. You can find the Walsrshed Councit's position at the

bottom of this emall or at ourwebsile,

“orward 1o g Frieng

Best Regards,
Jamie MoCarthy

Watershed Coordinator

KRWC position on cleanup of the Allied Paper

disposal site in Kalamazoo




Adopted 26 August 2013*

An unfortunate legacy of Kalamazoo's industrial history is the existences
of contaminated soits and sedirments that are incredibly costly to clean
up. The former Allied Paper site slong Portage Cresk, which containg
paper waste contaminated with polychiorinated biphenyls (FCBs), is
st one of many examples. As the US. Environmental Protection
Agency {EPA) assesses options for stabilization or removal of the
waste, many in the community have exprassed support for fotal

removi, the most expensive option being considered

This regction s understandable, but it may be helpful {0 step back and
thirk about the broader problem of PCOBs in the river system as the

EPA decides how to allocate the mited funds that arg available.

The Kalamaszoo Biver Watershed Councll has long been invelved in
advocating for protection and mprovement of the entire river system
and its watershed (the land that drains info the river), We believe that
management and policy decisions must be based on the best, most
current sclientific evidence available. The science fells us thal the most
fikely way that people or wildlife can be exposed to harmful lsvels of
PCBs i by eating fish from cortaminated waters, This is because
FOEs accumulste in animal tosues and are concentrated, or
“biomagnified”, ab each step in a food chain, resulling in concentralions
in soime fish that can be miore than a million thnes higher than those
found in the sediments or water. Thus, for PCBs food chain
contamination is the primary concern for the health of people and
witchife. This is most Hkely to happen whan PUBs get into an aguatic

grvironmaent.

Some of the PCBs dumped in the mid 1800s along Portage Creek and
the Kalarmazoo River made their way downstream through 80 miles of
river, floodelains, and reservoirs. Several decrepit dams bebwvesn
Plainwell and Allegan serve no purpess other than to hold back PCB-
faden sediments, and i would cost nearly half a billion dollars just o
remove the most contaminated sediments behind these dams. Unless
an unti that happens, PCBs will continue to enter the river food chain
and make fish unfitto eat for people as well as fish-sating wildife like
hatd eagles. We beligve that these siles present a significant threat {o

the hsalth of people and wildlife.

The Alled site is just one of a number of POE-contaminated landflls in
our arga. There are three slong the river near Kings Mighway and

another downstrearn of Flainwsll, These sites are right beside the river
and have been "capped and containsd” with EPA oversight. Monitoring

indicates thatl they no longer leak significant amounts of PCBs to the

EPA-R5-2019-004886_0002088

Who We Are

The Kalamazoo River
Watershed Councll works
coltaboratively with the
community, government
agencies, local officials, and
businesses o improve and
protect the health of the
Kalarnazoo River watershed,
We manage the Kalamazoo
Fiver Watershed
Cormrnunication Center, an
outtet for news and information
un the Kalamazoo River

watershed.
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rivar of grouncwater, We would have preferred that they be moved

sway from the river, but that oplion was far Do expensive.

At the Allied Site, we are not aware of any credible evidence that
people are being expossd o harmful levels of POBs from the sitg,
sither by air or drinking waler. However there may be some srosion of
suit and sespage of groundwater containing FCEs from the Allied and
Morarch landfills infe the oreek, affecting fish downstream, which is
why containment is urgent. Oncs contained, surface and ground water
around the site rmust be carefully monilored I snsure that FOBs do not

sscape in the fulure.

ideally adeguate funds would be available o thoroughly remove
cortaminarnts from every site, but the reality is that funds as well as
spacs in secure landfills ars limited and we will not be able to fully
remove all of the PCBs from the river and ifs watershed, even where
they are concentrated in landfills. Thus we have to be carefud to uss
avaiiable cleanup funds to address the areas of greatest risk for PCE

LGB,

Considering the very high cost of tolal removal, options to stabilize the
Allled Site in place, similar o what has already been done at other local
PCB-laden disposal sites, should be considered. I the total removal
option were pursued, the extra rmoney that would have 1o be spent
shouwld not in ey way come from the funds available to do work
elsawhers in the river systemn, where PCE contamination of the river
food chain preserds a clear risk 1o people and wildlife, Whils reuss of
the Allied Site woudd be highly desirable, it is also important to consider
that removal of the old dams would bring back & free-flowing river,
restoring habitat and crealing new recreational benelils, in addition to

reducing FCR levels in fish and fish-sating wildlife and people.

“Two members of the Hoard of Directors, Sue Foune and Michas!

Wedrel abstained from valing on this position dus fo conflict of interast,
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Have news about the watershed you'd like us o share?
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Fatameroo M Walsrshad Counail
438 Bast Michigan Avenus
Fatarmaroo, M 40007
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